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Florida-based company coming toLackawanna
Sucro Sourcing, a sugar cane distributor, is expected to create 21 jobs | PAGEC4

By JonathanD. Epstein
andMattGlynn

NEWS BUSINESS REPORTERS

East Aurora real estate broker
Jerry Thompson says he’d be thrilled
to see Buffalo Niagara housing and
construction markets open back
up as Gov. Andrew Cuomo moves

toward a phased reopening of the
state’s economy.

“We’re ready now to do that,”
said Thompson, owner of Century
21 Gold Standard in East Aurora.
“We certainly hope we’re part of the
first phase.”

But Buffalo craft brewer Tim
Herzog, who suspects he may have
had Covid-19 based on his symp-
toms during an illness he had dur-
ing the last two weeks of March, is
in no rush.

Herzog, who was not tested for
the virus, said his business, Fly-
ing Bison Brewing Company, like-
ly won’t reopen until a later phase,
when bars and restaurants receive
clearance.

“As long as everybody pays atten-
tion and keeps that safe distance,
it’ll be nice to see things start to
slowly open up,” he said.

But, he stressed, “slowly is the
word.” And he doesn’t want “to see
a second wave come through.” The

last thing Herzog wants to see, he
said, is a second wave of the illness
sweeping through the region.

CuomoonSundayoutlineda two-
phase plan to reopen businesses in
New York State, once it’s considered
safe to do so. In that plan, Cuomo
said businesses such as construction
and manufacturing activities “with
low risk” would be the first types of
businesses to resume.

ECONOMY

As pause endures, businesses raring to go
Phased reopening
could start byMay 15

By Scott Scanlon
REFRESH EDITOR

Novel coronavirus testingwill become
more visible this week in some of the
poorest neighborhoods in Buffalo.

The testing will roll out, literally, in
two vans.

“If I get 15% of my people tested, I
get a good feeling for what we’re deal-
ing with around the whole area,” said Dr.
Raul Vazquez, who secured the testing

vehicles from two health insurers, Unit-
edHealthcare and Fidelis Care.

Nurses and other health providers
spent Monday afternoon outside the Ur-
ban Family Practice on Jefferson Avenue
conducting blood tests on Medicaid pa-
tients to see if they’ve already had the
new coronavirus and now have antibod-
ies.

Staff will return today to conduct na-
sal swab testing thatwill show if patients
currently have the virus; those who test
positivewould need to isolate themselves
for two weeks.

The work is part of a growing effort
tomakemore testing available across the

region for those who have symptoms or
believe they previously might have had
Covid-19, the disease the new coronavi-
rus can cause.

Urban Family Practice and other
mostly Medicaid providers in the region
plan to park the mobile vans in various
places across city ZIP codes where posi-
tive test results have been among the
highest in the region. Churches, commu-
nity centers and other health practices
will serve as testing sites.

This will complement testing that be-
came available late last week at the Le-

HEALTH CARE

Mobile testing starts in poorer parts of city

By Jerry Zremski
NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF

WASHINGTON–TheNewYork State
Board of Elections on Monday canceled
the June 23 Democratic presidential pri-
mary – amove that could suppress Dem-
ocratic turnout in the special election in
New York’s 27th Congressional District
that same day.

The move also risks angering sup-
porters of Sen. Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont, who suspended his campaign for
the Democratic presidential nomination
earlier this month but whose supporters
wanted to keep him on the ballot any-
way.

“What the Sanders campaignwanted
is essentially a beauty contest that, giv-
en the situation with the public health
emergency, seems to be unnecessary
and, indeed, frivolous,” the board’s Dem-
ocratic co-chairman, Douglas A. Kellner,
told the New York Times.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, at his daily
briefing, said he wasn’t going to “second
guess” the board’s decision, which came
less than a month after the governor is-
sued an executive order allowing New
York Democrats to vote absentee in the
primary.

The decision to cancel the primary
could have major implications locally
and nationally.

Locally, themove could affect the spe-
cial election to replace formerRep. Chris
Collins, who resigned in October upon
pleading guilty to felony insider trading
charges.

Republicans hold an enrollment ad-
vantage in the 27th District, but Dem-
ocratic insiders said having the Demo-
cratic primary on the same day as the
special election could boost the chanc-
es of their candidate, former Grand Is-
land Supervisor Nate McMurray, over
the Republican candidate, State Sen.
Chris Jacobs.

But now the Democratic primary
won’t happen. Meanwhile, Republicans
will go to the polls to vote both in the
special congressional election between
Jacobs and McMurray and in a prima-
ry for the Republican line on the fall
ballot, which pits Jacobs against Erie

ELECTIONS

Democratic
presidential
primary
is canceled
Decision could impact
turnout inNY-27 race

PENGUIN CHICKS
MAKE THEIR DEBUT
AT FALLS AQUARIUM

For the first time in 14
years, penguin chicks
have hatched at the
Aquarium of Niagara.
Alpha and Beta were

born in the facility’s new Penguin Coast
habitat, designed for Humboldt penguins.
Story on Page C10

Derek Gee/Buffalo News

Uber Eats delivery driver LynnGiammaresi wears a facemaskwhile sheworks and says she sanitizes her car after each delivery.

By JaneKwiatkowski
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Many Americans struggling with the monotony
and uncertainty of the coronavirus pandemic have
never been so frustrated, so anxious, so bored.

Lynn Giammaresi has never been so busy.
Giammaresi is a driver for Uber Eats, an offshoot

of the ride-hailing service thatmakes delivery an op-
tion for any restaurant, a lifeline for the embattled
restaurant industry and a godsend for the home-

boundwith a hankering for everything from a steak
dinner to a milkshake.

“You go everywhere, absolutely everywhere. I
take them all, whatever comes through,” she said.
“With UberEats, they’re ordering breakfast, lunch,
dinner. You’re getting hit all the time.”

It’s 4 p.m. on a recent Sunday, and Giammaresi
has been working for an hour. She already had four
runs and is on her way from Cheektowaga – where
she dropped off a Mike’s Sub – to the West Side to
deliver a meal from KFC.

“Sometimes I can do 25 in a day. I just go and go,
but then I have to shut down so I can go home to

Uber Eats driver is busier than ever
delivering to homebound and hungry
Services have been a lifeline to
both restaurants and customers

RESTAURANTS

Mark Mulville/Buffalo News

Debbie Roman takes a blood sample fromDarryl Gaiter in a
UnitedHealthcare testing vanMonday on Jefferson Avenue.

“Sometimes I can
do 25 in a day. I

just go and go, but
then I have to shut
down so I can go
home to use the

bathroombecause
all of the restau-
rants are closed.”
– Lynn Giammaresi,
driver for Uber Eats

SeeDeliveryon Page C2

Effortmostly targets
patientswithMedicaid

SeeReopeningon Page C2

SeePrimaryon Page C2

SeeTestingon Page C2
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roy R. Coles Jr. Branch Library
on East Delavan Avenue. The
library sits in the 14215 ZIP
code, which on Monday had
the second-highest number of
confirmed Covid-19 cases in
Erie County, 232, one less than
the number of cases in theWil-
liamsville 14221 code.

“I think the numbers are go-
ing to continue to be bad as we
expand our testing,” said the
Rev. George Nicholas, convener
of theAfricanAmericanHealth
Disparities Task Force and pas-
tor at LincolnMemorial United
Methodist Church. “The real
issue is not just Covid-19. All it
has done is expose the severity
of the health disparities in this
region.”

Nicholas praised Vazquez
for leading calls for more test-
ing since March 11, when the
World Health Organization de-
clared Covid-19 a global pan-
demic.

Vazquez is president and
CEO of G-Health Enterprises.
He leads Urban Family Prac-
tice, which serves about 8,000
patients; founded the Great-
er Buffalo United Account-
able Healthcare Network, or
GBUAHN, which also includes
Jericho Road Community

Health Center; and helps lead
the Greater Buffalo United Ac-
countable Care Organization,
or GBUACO.

GBAUCO-related health
care practices, agencies and af-
filiated hospitals serve almost
30,000 mostly Medicare and
Medicaid patients.

Those interested in test-
ing need to call a nurse triage
line at 604-0504 or download
a Covid-19 survey on the Ur-
ban Family Practice, GBUACO
or GBUAHN apps available
to download free online or by
phone at the app store.

Kaleida Health and Quest
Diagnostics can each provide
nasal testing for up to 150 pa-

tients a day. Antibody testing
takes longer but also has be-
come much more accessible,
Vazquez said.

Urban Family Practice last
week started testing people
at a tent in its Niagara Street
headquarters parking lot. That
will continue from 9 to 11 a.m.
weekdays.

The practice conducted 141
antibody tests, received 50 re-
sults as of Monday and three
patients tested with antibod-
ies. Covid-19 swab testing was
conducted on 197 people, 118
results were received and nine
were positive.

Vazquez said the work he
and other doctors with large

Medicaid practices have done
to confront Covid-19 can serve
as a model for all of medicine
in the future.

The GBUAHN-related staff
of 230 employees includes 94
patientnavigatorswhocheck in
regularlywith patients tomake
sure they’re eating right, exer-
cising, keeping upwith the vac-
cine recommendations and tak-
ing medications as prescribed.
They also plug them into re-
sources if they confront social
determinants of health, includ-
ing limited access to healthy
foods, transportation or avail-
able services. They now work
from home.

These navigators will be
among staff who handle con-
tact tracing when someone
tests positive with Covid-19,
helping assure they stay quar-
antined and that those they
came in close contact with are
tested and isolated.

Almost all patients now use
telehealth for checkups. Trans-
portation and cleaning employ-
eeshavebeen repurposed tode-
liver goods from the practice’s
food pantry to patients’ homes.
Wellness employees have been
teaching fitness classes online.

“It’s been an interesting
model,” Vazquez said. “We
haven’t had a single death from
Covid.”

14215 ZIP code has 2nd-highest case tally
TESTING • fromC1

A second phase would in-
volve a wider range of busi-
nesses, based on factors such
as how essential a service
those businesses provide is,
and how risky it would be for
them to reopen. Cuomo said he
envisioned a two-week gap be-
tween the phases.

The exact timing of the re-
opening is still unclear. Cuomo
on Monday said the reopen-
ing could occur in some places
as early as May 15, but that it
would be later in other parts of
the state.

“I will extend them inmany
parts of the state,” Cuomo said.
“But in many regions, you
couldmake the casewe canun-
pause on May 15. But we have
to be smart about it.”

When it happens here, the
plan means that developers
and construction workers will
likely be among the first to go
back to work.

William Paladino, CEO of
Ellicott Development Co., said
he thinks constructionworkers
canmaintain the necessary so-
cial distancing rules and other
safety measures.

“Manufacturing and con-
struction, I certainly don’t see
why they can’t stay separate
enough,” Paladino said.

Peter Coleman, executive
director of the Buffalo Niag-
ara Manufacturing Alliance,
said many members are eager
to get back to regular produc-
tion.

The alliance surveyed its
members and found about 90%
of them are operating in some
form, Coleman said. Their av-
erage production capacity is
between 60% and 75%. But
some manufacturers are not
operating because they were
not deemed essential.

Coleman said manufactur-
ing groups in the state have
developed and implemented

standards and best practices
for keeping workers safe on
the job. Those can be used as
a guide for other industries, he
said.

“I don’t knowwhy we’ve got
to wait three weeks to make
this happen,” he said. “Every-
body’s saying, we’re going to
wait until the pause [ends]. I
thinkwe candemonstratewith
some expediency that we can
operate.”

Local home builder Phil
Nanula also is raring to go.

“We feel encouraged that
construction is one of the ones
that is going to be deemed es-
sential first,” said Nanula, CEO
of Essex Homes of Western
New York, one of the region’s
leading homebuilders. “We’re
ready for it. We have pent-up
business.”

But Paul Ciminelli, owner
of Ciminelli Real Estate Corp.,
was more cautious.

“As much as we would like
to see all businesses up and
running at full capacity as
quickly as possible, a phased
approach is smart and neces-
sary,” he said. “It’s difficult to
have downtime on develop-
ment projects at this time of
year because it can’t be made
up in the winter months, but
the health and wellness of our
communitiesmust be our abso-
lute priority.”

But Charles “Sam” Gurney
III, president of Gurney Becker
&Bourne, said hewas comfort-
able with whatever decision
Cuomo makes.

“I have every confidence in
Cuomo and how he’s handled
thiswhole pandemic situation,”
Gurney said. “If he says that it’s
safe enough to go towork, then
that’s enough for me.”

Nagendra Raina, CEO of
Buffalo Games, which makes
board games and puzzles, said
the company was “relieved” to
hear about the governor’s re-
opening plan, and hopes it will
be allowed to return to operat-

ing soon,while following safety
guidelines.

But Raina said he also
hopes Cuomo will empathize
with Buffalo Games’ “sense of
urgency.”

“Our competitors are pro-
ducing puzzles and our retail-
ers will start purchasing from
them; causing irreversible
damage to our leadership po-
sition in the category,” he said.
“We wouldn’t even consider
opening our facility unless we
were fully assured of our low-
risk stature, given the physi-
cal distance between our work
centers that already is beyond
social distancingmeasures rec-
ommended.”

Dottie Gallagher, president
and CEO of the Buffalo Niag-
ara Partnership, said Cuomo’s
two-phase plans looks reason-
able to her.

“I think as a kickoff, to say
we’re going to start with these
two categories [manufactur-
ing and construction], I think
that makes sense, and to wait
two weeks to see what impact
it has,” she said.

Gallagher said different
members have different views
on quickly the state’s business-
es ought to reopen. She feels
the CDC’s reopening guideline,
based on the hospitalization
rate declining for 14 straight
days, was a good foundation.
“What we don’t want to do is
open so quickly that we wind
up having to shut everything
down again, because that
would be 10 times worse,” she
said.

“It’s a real tight balance be-
tween how you manage the
economic impact and the pub-
lic safety impact,” she said. “I
think we have to go as fast as
we possibly can but following
the science, which means get-
ting ready.”

A.J. Baynes, president and
CEO of the Amherst Cham-
ber of Commerce, said some
smaller retailers are question-

ing why they aren’t allowed to
have customers in their stores,
when they see crowds inside of
supermarkets.

“I personally think it’s a
good idea to open up in stag-
es to protect the safety of the
community and the workforce
at large,” Baynes said of Cuo-
mo’s plan.

“It’s promising to see
there’s a light at the end of
the tunnel here,” he said. “I
think the steps that were tak-
en, while some people might
have viewed them as drastic,
were probably necessary for
the greater good.”

“The hopes are that our re-
gion will be included in the re-
opening and get the first phase
going May 16. We don’t know
yet if we will be included in
that,” Baynes said.

Manufacturers have developed protocols
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A closer look at the legacy
of Mayor JimmyGriffin

It has been 26 years
since James D. Griffin
was mayor of Buffalo.
Griffin was a contro-
versial figure with a
combative leadership
style that reflected the
mood of Buffalo at the
time. He will forever
be remembered for his
quintessential advice
during the Blizzard of
1985 – “grab a six-pack
and stay home” – but
his impact on the city
was much greater.

use the bathroom because all
of the restaurants are closed,”
she said.

It’s a common tale in com-
munities across the United
States, where most restaurants
have been forced to close as
a result of social distancing
guidelines. Harry Hartfield, an
Uber communications manag-
er based in New York City, said
the delivery service has seen a
corresponding surge in busi-
ness.

“We have seen particularly
high upticks in food delivery
demand over the past month,”
and up to 10 times the number
of people signing up to join the

platform, he said. “In addition
to demand on the consumer
side, we’ve seen a dramatic in-
crease in restaurants joining
the platform and a significant
lift in the percentage of orders
at small, independent restau-
rants.”

When Uber launched in
Buffalo in 2017, Giammare-
si became a driver, ferrying
people, not food. The 52-year-
old chocolate maker eventual-
ly turned to food delivery and
never looked back. She said she
made $800 after working six
days in a recent week.

Some people have chosen
not to work as an Uber driver
during the pandemic to avoid
contact with people

Michael Juster, 58, of Ni-

agara Falls, works full time for
Edwards Vacuum, a technol-
ogy production company. He
started driving for Uber about
a month ago, but is taking a
break because of Covid-19 and
may switch to Uber Eats.

“I was being very cautious,
spraying the back seat and the
handles of the car between ev-
ery pickup,” Juster said. “But
then I decided in the last few
weeks that it probably wasn’t
too safe.”

Giammaresi also takes pre-
cautions to ensure her car is
sanitized after each delivery.
She wears a face mask, and
sanitizes the plastic bin in
which she keeps orders.

“I don’t wear gloves be-
cause I’d have to change them

after every trip, so I just sani-
tize my hands, and I use Lysol
in my car,” Giammaresi said.
“I might be a carrier; how do
I know?”

She has also developed a
system for those who prefer
contact-free delivery.

“People ask me to leave or-
ders on the porch. I take a pic-
ture of it and I text it to the cus-
tomer to show where I placed
the order,” she said.

Giammaresi said there is
no such thing as an order that
is “too small” for her to deliv-
er.

“I can deliver one milk-
shake,” she said. “Because I
know what’s it’s like to want
something, and not be able to
go out and get it.”

Driver says there’s no such thing as an order that is ‘too small’
DELIVERY • fromC1
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Uber Eats delivery driver LynnGiammaresi drops off an
order to a customer in Buffalo last week.

Mark Mullville/Buffalo News

DebbieRoman takes a blood sample fromBarbaraLove in a
van outsideUrbanFamily Practice onMonday.

County Comptroller Stefan
I. Mychajliw Jr. and former
Darien Town Justice Beth A.
Parlato.

McMurray criticized the
cancellation of the primary.

“I don’t understand the
reason why they would do
it,” he said. “I think a lot of
people wanted their voice to
be heard in New York State.
I think it’s always good to
let people have their voice be
heard.”

At the same time, McMur-
ray said he didn’t know how
the primary’s cancellation
will affect his chances. Not-
ing that his campaign has
15 times more individual do-
nors than Jacobs – who is self-
funding and relying on larger
donations – McMurray said
he has the momentum.

“But I don’t think anyone
can say what this means for
June 23,” McMurray said of
the cancellation of the pri-
mary.

“I mean, we don’t even
know what June 23 will look
like yet, really, so any specula-
tion I would do on the impact
this has on June 23 is just
that: speculation.”

Sanders supporters hoped
the primary would take place
so that the progressive candi-
date could continue to amass
delegates, thereby influencing
his leverage over the Demo-

cratic platform at the Au-
gust Democratic convention
where former Vice President
Joe Biden is on track to grab
the Democratic nomination.

Sanders needs to get 25%
of the delegates to be able to
influence the party platform,
and delegates from the New
York primary would have
made it easier for him to reach
that threshold, said Brian
Nowak, a Cheektowaga Town
Board member and longtime
Sanders supporter.

“It’s disappointing,”
Nowak said. “The New York
State Democratic Party sees
no problem in holding the
special congressional elec-
tion, the state races and all
these other things, but for
some reason can’t do the
presidential contests on the
same day.”

Erie County Democratic
Chairman Jeremy Zellner,
who is on the state Board of
Elections, said the board had
legitimate reasons to cancel
the primary. He noted that
in the 27th District, voters
would have had to vote twice,
on separate ballots for the
congressional race and the
primary. Canceling the pri-
mary eliminates a confusing
situation for voters, he said.

As for complaints from
Sanders supporters, Zellner
said that if Sanders wanted to
continue to collect delegates,
“I guess he shouldn’t have
dropped out of the race.”

Canceling primary
eliminates potential
for ballot confusion
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As our everyday routines shift and we handle more
from home than ever, know that you can easily man-
age your Buffalo News account online, quickly taking
care of common requests without having to call.
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• Report a delivery issue
• Temporarily stop home delivery
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